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FBCW Bible Study
“Titus”
Lesson1—Ch. 1:1-4

Background

e Written as An epistle (letter)

e Along with 1 & 2 Timothy, these 3 letters are known as “The Pastoral Epistles”

e Written between AD 62-64

e This from John MacArthur’s The MacArthur Bible Handbook re Background and Setting:
“Although Luke did not mention Titus by name in the Book of Acts, it seems
probable that Titus, a Gentile (Gal. 2:3), met and may have been led to faith in
Christ by Paul (1:4) before or during the apostle’s first missionary journey.
Later, Titus ministered for a period of time with Paul on the Island of Crete and
was left behind to continue and strengthen the work (1:5). After Artemas or
Tychicus (3:12) arrived to direct the ministry there, Paul wanted Titus to join
him in the city of Nicopolis, in the province of Achaia in Greece, and stay
through the winter (3:12).

“Because of his involvement with the church at Corinth during Paul’s third
missionary journey, Titus is mentioned nine times in 2 Corinthians (2:13; 7:6,
13, 14; 8:6, 16, 23; 12:18), where Paul refers to him as “my brother” (2:13) and
“my partner and fellow worker” (8:23). The young elder was already familiar
with Judaizers, false teachers in the church, who among other things insisted
that all Christians, Gentile as well as Jew, were bound by the Mosaic law. Titus
had accompanied Paul and Barnabas years earlier to the Council of Jerusalem
where that heresy was the subject (Acts 15; Gal. 2:1-5).

“Crete, one of the largest islands in the Mediterranean Sea, measuring 160
miles long by 35 miles at its widest, lying south of the Aegean Sea, had been
briefly visited by Paul on his voyage to Rome (Acts 27:7-9, 12, 13, 21). He
returned there for ministry and later left Titus to continue the work, much as he
left Timothy at Ephesus (1 Tim. 1:3), while he went on to Macedonia. He most
likely wrote to Titus in response to a letter from Titus or a report from Crete.”*

! MacArthur, J. (2003). The MacArthur Bible handbook (pp. 451-452). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson
Publishers.



https://ref.ly/logosres/macbibhbk?ref=Page.p+451&off=1994&ctx=2%3a10%2c+13%3b+3%3a4%2c+6).%0a%0a~Because+of+his+invol
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Titus 1:1-4

1. Read through the book of Titus (its only three chapters!). It’s recommended that as you go
through this study you re-read it as often as possible.

2. V. 1, 4. Who is the author and recipient of this letter?

3. What do you know about the author? See Acts 9:1-31.

2

4. Inv. 1 Paul identifies himself as a “bond-servant of God” and “an apostle of Jesus Christ.
What does he mean by these terms? Feel free to use a study Bible, glossary or Bible
dictionary.

“bond-servant of God” (see also Titus 2:9; 1 Cor. 4:1-2; 6:20; Eph. 6:6) —

“apostle” (see Rom. 1:1; Acts 20:24) —

5. Alsoinv. 1, Paul tells us some of whom he ministers to as a bond-servant and apostle, “for
the faith of those chosen of God.” Who are the chosen of God? See Eph. 1:4-5.

“and the knowledge of the truth...” What truth is being referred to here?

What does this kind of truth inevitably lead to (v. 1)?

6. V.2-—What is the hope-filled promise of God for those who have been chosen, given truth
and now display godliness?
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7. V.2 says that God made this promise “long ages ago.” Can we put a date on how far back
this is? See 2 Tim. 1:9.

8. V.2 gives a tremendous attribute of God — what is it and how do we know it’s true? See Jn.
14:6; 15:26; Num. 23:19; Lev. 19:2; Neh. 9:8; Heb. 6:18.

9. V.3-Whatis it that God manifested at the proper time?

10. V. 3 — What was it Paul was entrusted to do with this Word and by whom?

11. V. 4 - Who was this letter written to and how does Paul describe him? See also Titus 1:5; 2
Cor. 2:13, 8:23; Gal. 2:3.

12. V. 4 - What is the “common faith” Paul mentions? See also 2 Pet. 1:1.

13. V. 4 - In his salutation to Titus, Paul blesses him with grace and peace. What kind of grace
and peace does he refer to?

14. How would you describe each of these? Try to include some Bible verses to back you up.

Grace —

Peace —
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Application

e How is it you are a bond-servant of God? What does this mean for you practically?

e We also aren’t literal apostles, but what are some of the jobs God calls us to do?

e How does God not being able to lie, encourage you?

e How do you see God’s grace and peace manifest themselves in your life, especially during
this time of the corona virus?



