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1 Then it came about afterwards that David inquired 

of the Lord, saying, "Shall I go up to one of the 

cities of Judah?" And the Lord said to him, "Go 

up." So David said, "Where shall I go up?" And He 

said, " To Hebron." 2 So David went up there, and 

his two wives also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and 

Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite. 3 And 

David brought up his men who were with him, each 

with his household; and they lived in the cities of 

Hebron. 4 Then the men of Judah came and there 

anointed David king over the house of Judah. And 

they told David, saying, "It was the men of Jabesh-

gilead who buried Saul."  

 

 

 

5 David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh-

gilead, and said to them, " May you be blessed of 

the Lord because you have shown this kindness to 

Saul your lord, and have buried him. 6 "Now may the 

Lord show lovingkindness and truth to you; and I 

also will show this goodness to you, because you 

have done this thing. 

 

 

 

7 "Now therefore, let your hands be strong and be 

valiant; for Saul your lord is dead, and also the 

house of Judah has anointed me king over them."  

“David was about thirty years of age when Saul and Jonathan fell in combat against the Philistines 

on Mount Gilboa. He had already extensive military experience and success. He also possessed an intimate 

knowledge of the day-by-day operations of government. Behind him was a dashing life of adventure and 

intrigue. No great kingdom had been subdued by David. No great riches were amassed. He sat amidst the 

rubble of Ziklag. Yet deep lines of character had been carved by God’s providence within the young man’s 

spirit. As in days gone by the Lord had prepared Joseph in slavery and Daniel in exile, so now He molded the 

spirit of him from whose line the throne would never pass.”1 

[1.] v:1-4, Considering I Sam 16:4 & 30:26, 

why would David select one of the cities 

of Judah from which to rule? 

 

 

 

[2.] Locate Hebron on the map on page 1. 

 

 

[3.] Over whom was David anointed this 

second time? (Recall I Sam 16:1-13) 

 

 

 

 

[4.] v:5-7, Why would the men of Jabesh-

gilead care about Saul’s dead body? (I Sam 

11:1-11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[5.] v:7, What was David implying when he 

told the men of Jabesh-gilead that the house 

of Judah has anointed me king over them.? 
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8 But Abner the son of Ner, commander of Saul's 

army, had taken Ish-bosheth the son of Saul and 

brought him over to Mahanaim. 9 He made him king 

over Gilead, over the Ashurites, over Jezreel, over 

Ephraim, and over Benjamin, even over all Israel. 

10 Ish-bosheth, Saul's son, was forty years old 

when he became king over Israel, and he was king 

for two years. The house of Judah, however, 

followed David. 11 The time that David was king in 

Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and 

six months.  

 

 

 
12. Now Abner the son of Ner, went out from 

Mahanaim to Gibeon with the servants of Ish-bosheth 

the son of Saul. 13 And Joab the son of Zeruiah and 

the servants of David went out and met them by the 

pool of Gibeon; and they sat down, one on the one 

side of the pool and the other on the other side of 

the pool. 14 Then Abner said to Joab, "Now let the 

young men arise and hold a contest before us." And 

Joab said, "Let them arise." 15 So they arose and 

went over by count, twelve for Benjamin and Ish-

bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of the servants 

of David. 16 Each one of them seized his opponent 

by the head and thrust his sword in his opponent's 

side; so they fell down together. Therefore that 

place was called Helkath-hazzurim, which is in 

Gibeon. 

17 That day the battle was very severe, and Abner 

and the men of Israel were beaten before the 

servants of David. 

David was not yet free to set the tone of peace among the people of God. Jabesh Gilead was on the east of 

the Jordan River. Another strong man had just settled there. Abner was Saul’s first cousin, son of the brother of 

Saul’s father. That made him cousin to David through the latter’s marriage to Michal.2  

 

Abner:  Saul’s chief of staff,  sat beside Saul at the feasts,  brought David into Saul’s presence after he killed 

Goliath,  joined Saul’s searches for David and his band,  was publicly humiliated by David (I Sam 26:14-16). 

[6.] Why was there “no love lost” between 

David and Abner? 

 

 

 

 

 

[7.] Locate Mahanaim on the map on page 1. 

 

 

[8.] v:10 & 11, We have Ish-bosheth as king 

over Israel and David over Judah. Looking at 

your map on page 1, whom do you supposed 

the tribe of Simeon would follow. 

 

Whom do you guess Jabesh-gilead would 

follow? 

 

 

[9.] From v:13, who was the commander of 

David’s army? 

 

 

 

[10.] v:12-16, Who brought the troops from 

Mahanaim to Gibeon, the border of Judah? 

 

 

[11.] Who suggested the “contest” at the pool of 

Gibeon? 

 

 

[12.] v:17, What do you suppose Abner wanted 

from the battle that day? 
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18 Now the three sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab 

and Abishai and Asahel (as-aw-ale’); and Asahel was 
as  swift-footed as one of the gazelles which is in 

the field.  

 
19 Asahel pursued Abner and did not turn to the 

right or to the left from following Abner. 20 Then 

Abner looked behind him and said, "Is that you, 

Asahel?" And he answered, "It is I." 21 So Abner 

said to him, " Turn to your right or to your left, 

and take hold of one of the young men for yourself, 

and take for yourself his spoil." But Asahel was 

not willing to turn aside from following him. 22 

Abner repeated again to Asahel, "Turn aside from 

following me. Why should I strike you to the 

ground? How then could I lift up my face to your 

brother Joab?" 23 However, he refused to turn 

aside; therefore Abner struck him in the belly with 

the butt end of the spear, so that the spear came 

out at his back. And he fell there and died on the 

spot. And it came about that all who came to the 

place where Asahel had fallen and died, stood 

still.  

 
24 But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner, and when the 

sun was going down, they came to the hill of Ammah, 

which is in front of Giah by the way of the 

wilderness of Gibeon. 25 The sons of Benjamin 

gathered together behind Abner and became one band, 

and they stood on the top of a certain hill. 26 

Then Abner called to Joab and said, "Shall the 

sword devour forever? Do you not know that it will 

be bitter in the end? How long will you refrain 

from telling the people to turn back from following 

their brothers?" 27 Joab said, "As God lives, if 

you had not spoken, surely then the people would 

have gone away in the morning, each from following 

his brother."  

28 So Joab blew the trumpet; and all the people 

halted and pursued Israel no longer, nor did they 

continue to fight anymore. 29 Abner and his men 

then went through the Arabah all that night; so 

they crossed the Jordan, walked all morning, and 

came to Mahanaim.  

[13.] Write your description of Asahel? 

 

 

 

 

[14.] What does v:19 tell you about Abner? 

 

 

 

 

[15.] v:19-23, Describe how Abner used his 

foes greatest strength to defeat him? 

 

 

 

 

 

[16.] Likewise, in Spiritual warfare, what do 

we ,as Christians, need to know about Satan 

and his forces? 

 

 

 

 

[17.] v:26, List Abner’s three statements that 

he called to Joab. 

 

 

 

 

 

[18.] Did Abner make these statements when 

he invaded Judah or when his personnel 

ambitions were about to be dashed? 

 

 

 

[19.] v:27-29, Why do you feel the Lord had 

Joab blow the trumpet and stop the conflict? 
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30 Then Joab returned from following Abner; when he 

had gathered all the people together, nineteen of 

David's servants besides Asahel were missing. 31 

But the servants of David had struck down many of 

Benjamin and Abner's men, so that three hundred and 

sixty men died. 32 And they took up Asahel and 

buried him in his father's tomb which was in 

Bethlehem. Then Joab and his men went all night 

until the day dawned at Hebron. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3:1, Now there was a long war between the house of 

Saul and the house of David; and David grew 

steadily stronger, but the house of Saul grew 

weaker continually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chantry, Walter J, David man of prayer man of war; 1 page 133,   2 page 135 

[20.] v:30-32, Why did God make it so difficult 

for David to ascend to the throne? 

 

 

 

 

[21.] For us as Christian men in spiritual 

warfare, will victories come easy? 

 

 

 

 

[22.] From question [21.], where and why 

might “casualties” come from in our battles? 

 

 

 

 

 

[23.] 3:1, In the “long war”, who was going to 

win out?  

 

 

 

 

[24.] Is God going to be victorious in the war 

with Satan and his forces? 

 

 

 

 

[25.] As Christian men, in this war, what are 

our responsibilities? 


